
   

   

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: THE SAINSBURY SCHOLARSHIP IN FINE ART 

The British School at Rome (BSR), in partnership with the Linbury Trust, is delighted to offer 

the Sainsbury Scholarship—a transformative six-month residency in Rome, running from 7 

January to 30 June 2026. This opportunity is open to an exceptional early-career artist 

working in any medium. 

This award is specifically intended to support visual artists from a Black background, 

including those from Black African, Caribbean, and Black British communities, who remain 

underrepresented both in the arts and at the BSR. The residency provides time and space 

for independent research, reflection, and creative development within a vibrant, 

international community of artists and scholars. 

What the Sainsbury Scholarship includes: 

• A monthly grant of £1,500 

• A £500 travel grant 

• A £400 grant to support visa costs and the transport of artworks 

• Full board and accommodation in a residential studio at the BSR 

• Opportunities to engage with local artists and creative communities in Rome 

• Participation in the BSR’s Open Studios and other public events 

Eligibility criteria: 

• Applicants must be British nationals or have been resident in the UK for at least 

three years at the time of application 

• Applicants must self-identify as being from a Black background, including Black 

African, Caribbean, and Black British communities 

• Applicants should have fewer than 10 years of professional experience as a 

practicing artist 

This is a unique opportunity to immerse yourself in Rome’s dynamic artistic environment, to 

develop your practice, and to broaden your professional network in an international 

context. 

Apply now: https://bsrome.slideroom.com 

Deadline for applications: Monday 8 September 2025, 11:59 PM (Rome time) 

https://bsrome.slideroom.com/

